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October 2017 Calendar 
 

October 10  
World Mental Health Day 2017: 
Mental Health in the Workplace 
 
Children’s Transition Webinar: 

 Rate Methodology 
(Additional webinar on Children’s Rates to 
be scheduled before the end of the month) 
 
October 11 
BH VBP Readiness Program 
Application Webinar 
 
 
October 13 
Integrated Primary Care and 
Behavioral Health Workgroup #2 
 
 
October 16 
BH VBP Readiness Application Forum 
Rochester 
  
 
October 17 
BH VBP Readiness Application Forum 
New York City 
 
 
October 18 
VBP Bootcamp – New York City 
 
 
October 20 
BH VBP Readiness Application Forum 
Albany 
 
 
October 23 
VBP Bootcamp – North Country 
 
 
October 30 
Regional Planning Consortium 
Co-Chairs Meeting with NYS  
 
  

 

Updated Adult BH HCBS Assessment  
Guidance and Workflow Released 
NYS has released the updated Adult BH HCBS guidance 
and a visual workflow for Health Homes working to connect 
their HARP-enrolled and/or HARP-eligible HIV SNP-enrolled 
members to Adult BH HCBS, effective October 1, 2017.  

The State held a webinar on the updated workflow for Lead 
Health Homes, Care Managers and MCO/HARP staff 
serving HARP members on October 4.  

 
Updated Training for BH HCBS Eligibility 
Assessors 
As of March 7, 2017, the Community Mental Health 
Assessment (CMHA Full Assessment) is no longer being 
used for Adult BH HCBS. The CMHA Assessor training, 
which had covered training for the full CMHA, has been 
condensed to focus on items from the NYS Eligibility 
Assessment (EA) only.  This will be offered as a temporary 
training until the release of the updated and improved NYS 
EA Assessor Training targeted for a 2018 release.   

This interim EA training will meet existing State mandates for 
BH HCBS assessor training. All current assessor 
qualifications continue to apply. Individuals who have 
already completed the full CMHA Assessor training will not 
be required to complete the interim EA assessor training 
additionally. 

 
CMHA Billing Policy Update 
NYS has released the following update concerning the 
CMHA billing policy first issued in March 2017: 
 
New York State is aware of issues when attempting to bill 
the Community Mental Health Assessment (CMHA) through 
the eMedNY system for payment.  Please be advised that all 
claims from providers with a category of service of 0265 – 
Case Management are denying due to a couple of 
unforeseen system edits.  We have requested that the edits 
be lifted for the assessment rate codes 7778/7779.  We are 
working to correct this and will provide updates when it is 
completed.  
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NYS BH VBP Readiness Program Application Release and Forums  
OMH and OASAS are happy to announce that the BH VBP Readiness Program Application has been 
released. In addition, OMH and OASAS are holding regional forums across NYS for Eligible 
Behavioral Health Care Collaborative (BHCC) Lead Agency Applicants and their network partners to 
discuss the program and application process.  
 
Please Note: Only lead agencies which have submitted a Notification of Interest are eligible to 
complete a BH VBP Readiness Program Application. A list of eligible lead agencies can be found on 
the BH VBP Readiness Program webpage.  
  
Any agencies interested in joining a Behavioral Health Care Collaborative (BHCC) should outreach 
the Lead agencies in their region serving the same managed care enrolled individuals. Please contact 
VBP-Readiness@omh.ny.gov with any questions. 

 
VBP University: Semesters 2 and 3 
The second and third semesters of VBP University have been posted to the Department of Health 
website. Semester 2 is designed to explain topic specific information around categories of importance 
in VBP including governance, stakeholder engagement, business strategy, finance, and data. The 
curriculum also includes provider specific information that details their role in VBP. Semester 3 is 
designed to educate users on specific, important topic areas in the move to VBP. Topic areas include 
Social Determinants of Health, Community Based Organizations, and Contracting VBP. You can find 
all materials for both the first and second semester of VBP university at www.health.ny.gov/vbp. 

 
VBP Bootcamps 
VBP Bootcamps are a regional learning series created by the Department of Health with the goal to 
equip VBP contractors and interested parties such as Managed Care Organizations, Providers, 
Associations, and Community Based Organizations, with the knowledge necessary to implement 
payment reform. Day-long VBP Bootcamps are designed to be interactive training sessions that will 
give participants a thorough understanding of VBP. 
 
This event is free and open to all interested parties. Space is limited, and will be on a first come, first 
serve basis. We ask that all organizations limit participation to no more than four participants. 
 
 
VBP Bootcamp Registration 

Date Region Location Registration 

October 18, 2017 New York City The New York Academy of Medicine Register Here 

October 23, 2017 North Country High Peaks Resort Register Here 

November 3, 2017 Central New York Rochester Radisson Riverside Registration Coming Soon! 

November 15, 2017 Long Island The Long Island Marriot Registration Coming Soon! 

 

 

http://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/bho/bh-vbp.html
https://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/bho/noi_contact_information_8_29_17.xlsx
http://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/bho/bh-vbp.html
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Children’s System Transition 
On September 15, 2017, NYS held an Applicants’ Conference for the Medicaid Managed Care 
Organization Children’s System Transformation Requirements and Standards. The Standards were 
released on July 31, 2017. Responses from Managed Care Organizations are due October 31, 3017.  
 

 

On September 29, 2017, the NYS Department of Health and its State Agency partners hosted a 
webinar on the Children’s Medicaid System Transformation Draft Transition Plan and Stakeholder 
Feedback. Slides from that webinar are posted on the DOH website. 

Color Me Hopeful: Volume 2  
The Office of Mental Health has created a second edition of our Color Me 
Hopeful coloring book. This special publication features artwork created by 
the individuals we serve at psychiatric centers across the state. This year, 
artists from Mohawk Valley Psychiatric Center, the Rockland Living 
Museum, and Pine Grove Clinic have had their art transformed into 
colorable images, so anyone can share in their creative vision. The 2017 
Color Me Hopeful coloring book is now available to download and enjoy at 
home. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Behavioral Health Managed Care Contact Information 

 
Office of Mental Health                                              OMH-Managed-Care@omh.ny.gov 
Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services                                                      PICM@oasas.ny.gov 
Department of Health                                          managedcarecomplaints@health.ny.gov 
 

 
Other Contact Information: 
Questions regarding HARP eligibility and enrollment:               New York Medicaid Choice 1-855-789-4277 

 

Issues related to Personalized Recovery-Oriented Services:                     PROS@omh.ny.gov 
 

Adult BH HCBS Designation questions or to update status:        omh.sm.co.hcbs-application@omh.ny.gov 
 

Adult BH HCBS Start-Up funding:                  hcbs_grant@omh.ny.gov 

Children’s HBCS/SPA Designation questions:         OMH-Childrens-Designation@omh.ny.gov 
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